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T he  Non-employment  and  Solita? 
Confinement  of  Prisoners  in 
Pennsylvania 

Your  Responsibility — and  How  t 

Meet  it 

THINK  what  it  would  mean  to  sit  and  look  < 
the  same  four  walls  for  twenty-four  hours;  1 
do  this  week  in  and  week  out. 

Think  what  it  would  mean  not  to  be  allowed  t 
work;  .to  be  locked  up  with  nothing  to  think  aboi 
except  your  own  troubles. 

Would  you  like  to  be  treated  in  this  way? 


Do  you  know  that  this  is  the  daily  experience  c 
several  thousand  people  in  Pennsylvania?  It  i 
true  they  have  violated  the  law,  but  it  is,  neverthe 
less,  an  outrageous  way  to  treat  any  human  beings. 

Think  how  much  these  people  could  earn  if  the] 
were  only  given  a chance. 

Think  how  foolish  it  is  to  kill  the  spirit  of  these  mei 
and  women  so  that  they  will  be  worse  when  they  conn 
out  of  prison  than  when  they  went  in. 
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making  goods  for  the  respective  Counties  in 
which  they  are  located  and  for  their  various 
County  institutions.  [House  Bill  Xo.  1041.] 

These  Bills  were  drafted  by  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Penal  Commission  appointed  by  Governor  Tener. 

They  need  your  help. 

The  Governor,  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  the 
Dependency  Commission,  the  Public  Charities  Asso- 
dation  and  the  Pennsylvania  Prison  Society  have 
indorsed  the  principles  which  they  aim  to  carry  out. 


What  You  Can  Do 

I.  Send  your  name  and  address  immediately  to 
Robert  D.  Dripps,  Secretary  of  the  Public  Charities 
Association  of  Pennsylvania,  Empire  Building,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  or  to  Albert  H.  Votaw,  Secretary  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  500  Chestnut  St., 
Philadelphia,  indicating  your  interest  in  these  Bills. 

II.  Write  to  your  Senator  and  Representatives  at 
Harrisburg,  urging  the  passage  of  these  Bills. 

III.  Show  your  friends  this  circular  and  tell  them 
to  do  the  same. 

IV.  Write  to  your  Senator  or  Representative  at 
' Harrisburg  for  a copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Penal  Commission. 
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Will  you  do  your  part  toward  the  pas 
sage  of  such  laws? 

Four  Bills  are  now  before  the  General  AssemB 
at  Harrisburg  providing: — 

I*  That  the  inmates  of  the  Eastern  an 
Western  Penitentiaries  and  the  Huntingdo 
Reformatory  be  employed  under  the  “State 
Use  System” — the  State  itself  employing  th 
prisoners  and  using  the  products  either  in  th 
various  departments  of  government  or  in  th 
public  institutions  under  the  direction  of  th 
State  or  its  various  political  sub-divisions.  Thi 
bill  also  provides  for  the  payment  to  the  inmate 
of  these  three  institutions  of  a wage  varyinj 

from  io  to  50  cents  a day.  [House  Bill  No 
1042.] 

II.  That  the  State  establish  six  industria 
farms  to  take  the  place  of  county  jails  for  th( 
detention  of  prisoners  sentenced  by  courts  o; 
record,  extending  to  these  new  institutions,  also 
the  provisions  of  H.  B.  No.  1042  as  to  employ 
ment  and  compensation.  [House  Bill  No. 
104  3-] 

HI.  That  a moderate  sized  farm  be  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary.  [House 
Bill  No.  1054.] 

IV.  That  pending  the  establishment  of  the 
State  Industrial  Farms,  the  County  penal  insti- 
tutions be  allowed  to  employ  their  inmates  in 


OF 


You  are  partly  to  blame.  Do  you  real- 
ze  your  responsibility  ? 

There  are  over  8,000  adult  sentenced  prisoners  in 
’ennsyl  vania. 

Whenever  any  of  these  prisoners  are  employed  they 
ither  make  goods  for  sale,  do  general  work  about 
he  institution  or  work  on  the  public  roads. 

The  number  of  prisoners  employed  on  the  roads  is 
nsignificant. 

In  only  29  of  the  73  institutions  for  adult  sentenced 
prisoners  are  any  prisoners  employed  in  general  work 
ibout  the  institution. 

There  is  a law  on  the  statute  books  which  provides 
hat  not  more  than  35%  of  the  prisoners  in  any  institu- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  can  make  goods  for  sale. 

In  42  of  the  70  County  institutions  the  inmates 
carry  on  no  work  whatsoever,  but  are  kept  in  com- 
plete idleness. 

This  is  only  in  part  the  fault  of  the  superintendents 
of  these  institutions,  or  of  the  Prison  Inspectors,  and 
will  never  be  changed  until  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA pass  new  laws  doing  away  with  the 
present  iniquitous  system  and  providing  m definite 
terms  for  the  useful  employment  of  all  prisoners. 
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Will  you  do  your  part  toward  the  pas 
sage  of  such  laws  ? 

Four  Bills  are  now  before  the  General  Assemb] 
at  Harrisburg  providing: — 

I*  the  inmates  of  the  Eastern  an 

Western  Penitentiaries  and  the  Huntingdo 
Reformatory  be  employed  under  the  “State 
Use  System  the  State  itself  employing  th 
prisoners  and  using  the  products  either  in  th 
various  departments  of  government  or  in  th 
public  institutions  under  the  direction  oi  th 
State  or  its  various  political  sub-divisions.  Thi 
bill  also  provides  for  the  payment  to  the  inmate 
of  these  three  institutions  of  a wage  varying 

from  io  to  50  cents  a day.  [House  Bill  No 
104-2.] 

II.  That  the  State  establish  six  industria 
farms  to  take  the  place  of  county  jails  for  the 
detention  of  prisoners  sentenced  by  courts  oi 
record,  extending  to  these  new  institutions,  also, 
the  provisions  of  H.  B.  No.  1042  as  to  employ- 
ment and  compensation.  [House  Bill  No. 
1043  •] 

HI*  That  a moderate  sized  farm  be  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary.  [House 
Bill  No.  1054.] 

IV.  That  pending  the  establishment  of  the 
State  Industrial  Farms,  the  County  penal  insti- 
tutions be  allowed  to  employ  their  inmates  in 
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You  are  partly  to  blame.  Do  you  real 
ze  your  responsibility  ? 


There  are  over  8,000  adult  sentenced  prisoners  m 
’ennsyl  vania. 


Whenever  any  of  these  prisoners  are  employed  they 
ither  make  goods  for  sale,  do  general  work  about 
he  institution  or  work  on  the  public  roads. 

The  number  of  prisoners  employed  on  the  roads  is 
nsignificant. 

In  only  29  of  the  73  institutions  for  adult  sentenced 
prisoners  are  any  prisoners  employed  in  general  work 
[bout  the  institution. 

1 There  is  a law  on  the  statute  books  which  provides 
|hat  not  more  than  3 5%  of  the  prisoners  in  any  institu- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  can  make  goods  for  sale. 

In  42  of  the  70  County  institutions  the  inmates 
carry  on  no  work  whatsoever,  but  are  kept  in  com- 
plete idleness. 

This  is  only  in  part  the  fault  of  the  superintendents 
of  these  institutions,  or  of  the  Prison  Inspectors,  and 
will  never  be  changed  until  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA pass  new  laws  doing  away  with  the 
present  iniquitous  system  and  providing  m definite 
terms  for  the  useful  employment  of  all  prisoners. 


What  No  Work  Means — as  Told  1; 

a Prisoner  ’ 

You  reach  the  point  where  you  cannot  sleep,  e 

walk,  read.  You  cannot  digest  your  food.  I sa; 

whistled,  tore  some  buttons  off  my  clothes  and  tn 

to  amuse  myself  by  pitching  them,  and  finally  I g 

hold  of  a pencil  and  some  paper,  made  a deck  of  car 

for  myself  and  played  solitaire.  Even  that  d 
monotonous. 

“By  the  time  when  I had  only  about  ten  mo 
weeks  to  serve  I got  to  be  like  a maniac  and  every  da 
I asked  like  a baby  for  a job.  Anything  to  be  take 
out  of  my  ceU.  I told  the  keeper  how  long  I ha 
been  confined;  cried  and  begged  to  leave  me  out 
the  cell  that  I couldn’t  stand  it. 

“A  prisoner  is  human  even  if  he  has  fallen  and  com 
mitted  crime.  If  the  public  knew  what  is  really 
going  on,  they  would  not  stand  for  it.” 
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